








Forty-Niners


�g...an addition within the next four years equal to one thousand million dollars to the gold circulation.�h

























































































	John Sutter immigrated into California from Switzerland in 1939. While trying to become wealthy, he built a fort, obtained 1,200 head of cattle, and employed 12,000 employees. While out collecting lumber to expand the fort, one of his workers, James Marshall, found a gold nugget 1.5 the size of a pea in a near by creek. After finding more in the same creek, he and Sutter decided to keep the gold a secret. He knew that a flood of people would ruin any chance of paying off his debt and becoming rich.





	However, Sam Brennan, another employee of the ranch, knew about the gold and sought to make a profit off the gold miners that would flood the area. That is, if anyone believed the story. Though people in the East heard the stories of gold in California, they figured it to be a baseless story, like so many they have heard before. It took the words of President James Polk to convince Americans that there truly was gold. This was good news to Brennan. Be bought every piece of mining equipment he could, and sold it at wildly inflated prices, making $36,000 in nine weeks.





	Brennan was not the only one to made money off miners trying to strike it rich. Some conmen sold salve in the newspapers, telling buyers that if they rubbed the salve on their body and rolled down a hill, gold would stick to their bodies; enough to let them live comfortably for the rest of their lives. The salve came in two varieties: gold collecting and silver collecting. Neither worked, of course, but there was enough demand for an easy fortune that many people bought it.





	Not all the stories of the California gold rush are of profits. Many miners left their homes and families in search of gold, only to lose all their money on transportation and supplies. Miners had three choices on how to get to the West. They could go on a boat around South America's tip, try to cut through Panama, or take a land-journey across America. None of the choices were easily done, however. The trip around around the tip of South America was long, boring, and the water stored on the boat often went bad, as did the food and the minds of those on the ships. While cutting though Panama, many miners were not picked up by the boats that were scheduled to meet them, and were forced into coastal towns, where disease thrived and many died. The last option, going across America, was long and trying on the miners and their families. The harsh climate changes often left the miners stuck in one place for long periods of time.





	The end result is that, even if a miner did find gold, it wasn't enough to pay for the trip home, nor send back to their families on the East Coast. They would have to wait until the next gold rush in Alaska to try again.


