Travis Stern

September 29, 2005

4:00-5:05

Over Enrollment Letter


Dear Sally,


It has come to my attention that the class enrollment is 20% over capacity.  Therefore, it has become my prerogative to maintain my status in this classroom. The requirements to enter English 101 are, among other things, a Compass score of 45. My Compass score for both reading and writing were at least double the class requirements. This shows my aptitude for understanding the English language and possible enrollment to more advanced classes is very good, and to hold a student back from those opportunities would be no less than a crime. My very heart burns with the need to communicate and convey ideas; my degree program is proof of that.


It has also come to my attention that a handful of students, who will go un-named, are not interested in taking this class you so graciously offer to us, and are being placed in it by their councilors. These students have no urge to learn the skills to become a competent writer, and removing these students from the class would at least alleviate, if not solve, the issue at hand.


It really is traumatic that a teacher who loves her students to such a degree would be forced to have any one student leave the class. It is as though she were a mother bird making room in the nest so the other children could survive. Students are being told that they must leave, and that isn’t fair to any student. However, it is something that must be done to allow for the greater majority of students’ minds to flourish. Students who may take the class in another semester should, in my opinion, be given lower priority to staying within the class to allow students who can not alter their schedule without extending their stay at the school and possibly having to pay more tuition to get a degree they were already on track to earn.


Eliminating students who do not take the class seriously will make more room, and re-scheduling students who have room to take English 101 in a different time or semester would alleviate the problems at hand without putting any unfairness upon the teacher or the students.


You’re student,



-Travis

